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Hiitchin provml hime1f the muster ol
the House yesterday, but not of the cau-

cus last nlghf.

M. A. Low, of the Hamilton News, and
T. I). Neiil. T the Ilcthany Tribune, have
Jm'cii nominated lor seats in the Con Con.

A precious sight ol precaution is used
to ftive the State from committed
by the legislative! memorial to Congress
tor tniliti.i expenses iitemnity, to either
an implied or direct admission of liability
for such claims.

Col. liittingcr's resolution endorsing
J rant's course In Louisiana had the effect

of putting the Democracy of the House
on the record of the backers ol the While
League mid thu applauders of their deeds
of violence and revolution. That was
enough.

We notice that some of our friends seem
to be under the impression that th. Inter-

ference of the United States military with
the organization of the Louisiana House
of Representatives in New Orleans, on
Iho 4th in tant. was by the order of Gen.
Sho-idan-. If they will carefully read the
recent message of President (taint on
these afiairs. they will find that General
Sheridan did not reach New Orleans up-t- il

the uproar anil contusion was over with
and that he had nothing to do with the or-

der, or with the action of the troops.

A great deal of bluster and buncombe
is being expended over the interference of

.the United States military with the organ-
ization of the Louisiana House ol Repre-
sentatives. We do not think thero would
be quite as much ol it as there is if the
message of President Grant on the subject
was more carefully read :

Respecting the alleged intcrlcrence by
the military with the organization of the
Legislature of Louisiaaa on the 4th in-

stant, I have ro knowledge or information
which has not been received bv me sinco
that time and published. Mv first infor

was from the uanei-- s of the mom.
ing of the 5th of .January, I did not know
tliat any such thins was antieinated. and
no orders and no suggestions were ever
given to any military officer in that State
upon that subject urior to the occurrence,
I am woll aware that any military iuter--

lerence by the ollicers or troops of the
United States with tho organization of n
State Legislature, cr any of its proceed-
ings, or with any civil department ol the
government, is repugnant to our Ideas of
government. I can conceive of no case
not involving rebellion or insurrection
where such interference by the authority
ot tne general government ought to bo
permuted or can be justified "

Can Gen. Shields or Gov. Reynolds say
more anil siy ft better?

In the Democratic caucus Saturday niht
. Gen. Francis M. Cockrell. of Warrens- -

burg, was nominated for United States
Senator to succeed Gen Schurz. We will
state for the information of our readers
that this nomination is equivalent to an
election. I ins may be startling, but it is
nevertheless ti ue.

The General is a man about forty years
ui age. ne nas never tilled any position
in the civil service of the country. In
1861 he lormed a company in Johnson
county, where ho was born and reared.
and went with it as its captain into the
uonieacrate service. From his nositlnn
as captain of this company ho speedily
arose to prominence. He was appointed
commander ol the famous Missouri Brig
ade, and was with it on many a hard
fought Bold. He especially distingushed
uinisoii m mis command at the battle et
Franklin, Tennessee, where he was twice
wounded and taken from the field. As he
was a gallant soldier, Gen. Cockerell is
true man, honest and upright. He mi
always be depended UDon. Th
special objection to the General thnt fr- o-
our standpoint as a Unionist we would
irV.M tho record be has made as an an
tagonist to tne perpetuity of the Federal
Union. But in his speech before the cau-
cus last night. In accepting his nomination,
the General lias completely disarmed us
ot this objection. It was his word, but
from a nan like Gen. Cockerell It was
sufflefcat. He gave us the eloquent

that be would now fight as devot-
edly for the perpetuity of the Union, un-
der the Stars and Stripes as he had for
the triumph of the Confederacy, under the
Star and Ban. .

The General will exouso us for noticing
however, that however beautiful and
glowing th tribute, be paid to tho flag of
our "common country," his followers bad
no word ol applause 'tor him. But when
a respectful mention of the Stars and
Bars was made it was wildly cheered. We
ttotild but notice this and must bo pardon-r- A

for Its montion.

THE BECEXT MESSAGES.

Gov. Woodson, in bis message, makes
suirirestion in regard to the business of

tne Sunrenie Court, which Is so eminently
cominonsensical that we think It ought to
entitle hi in to a new Term as Chief Exec
utive, whenever lie may desire it. The
suggestion Is in the following words

Hut the most efficient remedy In your
liownr will lin fnnml In nnaiiintr a litw nut..
ting off the right of appeal, or the prose
cution oi a wi n in error to me supreme
Court, in all cases vhen the amount
claimed to bo involved does not exceed
one. hundred dollars. Nearly one halt ol
the cases now on docket under such a lnw
would never have been there, and with
ftllt'li H lnw fur llm tutiiVH. rnnmntpd with
the other provision indicated, viz: one
term a year, i am satisneu mat tne court
before a great while will be able to clear
the docket and disnose of till the cases
pending at each term.

It seems to be a very certain thing that
under the present system the Supreme
Court must necessarily lall further and
turther behind the docket. If we were to
suggest any change in Gov. Woodson's
admirable suggestion, it would bo to in-

crease the amount below which no appeal
or writ of error should be allowed to
nvre than one hundred dollars.

The speaks of the
''Claim's Commissioners'1 as follows:

The Commissioners labored with great
fidelity during their protracted sessions,
and I am satisfied they did all that they
possibly could do to guard against the al-
lowance of fraudulent claims and at the
same time afford strict justice to claimants.

On this proposition some men take issue
and would like to seo the proof, being per- -

lectlf satisfied that no such proof can be
made.

Another suggestion made by Governor
Woodson is entitled to consideration nt
the hands of the Legislature and lawyers
of the State. It is given in these words;

Once more, I regard it my duty to call
the attention of the General Assembly to
the fact that there is not nn organized
militia company in the State, subject to
bo called upon by the Executive, ior any
purpose whatever; that there is not one
dollar in tho treasury, nor has there been
during my term of office, that can be used
in the organization or employment of the
militia when organized.

It has been very commonly supposed
that any state has the right to maintain
an armed militia. It has been, perhaps.
the constant practice of many states to do
so. And yet it se-m- s to be certain that
tsvery state law, on the subject of the mil-

itia is a violation of the constitution of the
United States ; and that no state has the
r.ght to maintain militia. Control of the
militia is vested in Congress by the consti
tution of the United States. Whenever
Congress has the right to legislate upon
any given subject, and has so legislated,
all state enactments on the same subject
are nugatory and void (See 12 Wheat,
19. 273; 1G Fetors, 639; 5 Wheat. 1; 4
Wheal. 122 )

The opinion of the Justices of the Su-

preme Court of Massachusetts, rendered
in 1859, (and reported in 14 Gray. 614)
seems to bo conclusive against the right of
any state to maintain a militia for any
purpose. This opinion was rendered bv
Shaw, Bigelow, Metcalf and Hoar, all of
them great lawyers.

In our own State in 1860 in pursuance of
an ordinance ol the Stato convention, Gov
Gamble proceeded to organize 10.000 mil
itia. This was done under an agreement
made with President Lincoln, and aDnrov
ed by the Secretary of War ; and after the
thing bad been accomplished und the
sanction of a state convention, Governor
Gamble, President Lincoln and the Seem.
tary of War, it was discovered that the
whole movement was in violation of the
constitution ol the United States, and the.
Governor and the President had to get an
act of Congress passed to legalize their
uucnnstitutional organization called 'state
militia (See "memorial of the Genera!
Assembly of Missouri;" Laws of Missouri
1863 and 1864.)

It seems to be certain therefore, that
a state has no right to maintain a foroe of
militia, and that any act of the Legisla-
ture, which could be formed tor the pur-
pose of organizing such a force would be
unconstitutional and void.

Gov. Hardin makes a valuable sugges-
tion in regard to the reduction ofthe num-
ber ot Grand Jurors. The Governor is
opposed to "abolishing the system." but
doos not argue the question. This 'Grand
Jury" system is the root from which
grows nino-tent- ot the "costs in crimin-
al cases," with which the state bas been
so mucj burdened. It is a mere fossil and
incubus and ought to be extirpated. The
Governor's suggestion would be a slight
mitigation ot the evil, and Is good as tar
as it goes; but tho system ought to be
abolished, and we are satisfied tbat it the
question could he tMj discussed before
the people of this state, they would abolish
it. It exists because "Time consecrates
and what is old becomes religion but it
is merely aa ancient wrong and ought to
be righted.

Both Woodson and Hardin have a little

speech in In condemnation of the Presi-
dent's action In the Louisiana matter, per-
haps, as Democratic Governors they could
not do otherwise. Gov. Hardin speaks
on the subject with judicial calmness and
severity, and from the stand-pob- it occu
pied ny inese distinguished gentlemen,
perhaps, their deliverances on the subject
ought not to be too severely criticised.
But if Gen. Sheridan's official report
speaks the truth about tho action of the
United States loroos in that matter, why
do they condemn that action ? Of course
Gov Hardin's calm and dignified protest
is based upon tho idea that "the employ-
ment of military force" was not "in exact
accordance with the cons' itution of the
United States, as construed and under-
stood in our national history ;" but is not
that the very question at issue ? If the
troops were employed "in exact accord-
ance with the constitution of the United
Slates," what is there to complain ol ? Ol
course every right-minde- d man must pro-
foundly deplore the existence of a state ol
farts at New Orleans which would render
the Interposition of United States troops
necessary ; but tho question is was there a
necessity fjr the interposition of the Fed-

eral troops? If Gen. Sheridan's report
states tho tacts correctly, there certainly
was such a "necessity;" and thnt far, at
least, the report seems to be fully endors-
ed by the newspaper accounts ot the traits-actio-n,

for it seems to be true thnt both
parties called upon the Federal authorities
to bring in Unjted Stnles troops, each par-
ty invoking the aid of the military against
the other. Gov. Hardin is far too well
versed in law and history to suppose that
the real question in the case is whether the
military did the right thing after they had
interfered; but he knows thnt tho real
question is whether they did right in in-

terfering at all, and this question it seems
to us is not- ntvery doubtful one. If
the tacts arc (as avowed by Sheridan) that
by the confession and application of both
parties for nid and protection at the hands
of tho military, there was an absolute ne-

cessity lor the intervention of the Federal
forces, to prevent anarchy and bloodshed,
wo can not see that the constitution was
violated when the military authorities re.
spnnded to the call of the proper state off-

icers (as both sides called for military in-

tervention) and whilo eveYy interference
of the military with the civil authorities
ought ta be watched with the ufnost jeal-
ousy, we think our Democratic friends
ought to ascertain the facts before they
protest too vehemently.

Retrenchment.
Editor Journal :

I regret that any democrat, and especially the
editor of the Tribune, should oppose the pro-
visions or the bill introduced by Mr. Snidow on
Saturday, to reduce the salaries of the Gover-
nor nnd ether State officers. How they can do
so. and maintain tlielr consistency, Is more than
I can tell. It is well known thut when the
present salaries ofthe State officeis were raised.
In 1808, from a much lower sum than Is now
paid, that about every democrat In the legisla-
ture and every democratic newspaper in the
Slate reprobated the Increase as a wanton piece
ol extravagance or that then Radical body, a
measure at onee uncalled for and unnecessar-
ily burdensome to our people. It will be re-

membered, too, that tho cost of living was much
greater then thin now, and our people much
more prosperous and able to pav such salaries,
than they now or are, are likely to be in many
years to come. By what system oftoglc,then,can
any damocrat arrive at the conclusion, as the
Tribune has done, tbat these salaries "are not
too high" now? The cost of living is much lets
now than it was sis or seven years ago. The
wages of any kind of labor have keen greatly
reduced in Ibis length of time. Oar farmers,
who constitute a large majority of our people,
are flow, ud hve been, for years, literally over-
burdened with taxes they can not pay, and
hence are found annually petitioning the legisla-
ture to relieve them from a part, at least, of
their oppressive burdens. Even today, the
legislature is being strenuously urged to post-
pone the payment of taxes now due, which the
farmers In many parts ofthe Slate declare, and
declare truly, they are utterly unable to pay at
present. What kind of democracy i It, then,
which will not put these salaries down to a
point declared high enough seven years ago?
What kind of a democrat is he, who will not aid
a democratic Governor to relieve our people
from the payment of salaries (and fees as well)
believed to be excessive? Gov. Woodson, In his
last message, urges uKn this democratic leg-
islature to practice retrenchment and reform.
Hardin, In hi Inaugural, his first officii)! paper,
does the same thing. That there may be no
misunderstaudlng of what the latter says, and
I have no donbt meant, I quote from his

In sptakiag of "salaries and fees," he
says:

CemplainU have been repeatedly made thatthey are excessive and do not rotnpart with thepresent value of labor and employment. I In-
vite a consideration of these questions, and If inyour better Judgment, you should believe thatny or them should be curtailed, you ought to
apply the legislation, ir there Is an unneces-
sary office, clerkship, or employment of any
kind, it ought U be dispensed with.

That has the right democratic ring in it. It
Is to the point. It is manly. It Is noble. Gov.
Hardin unquestionably means what he says.
Reduce "excessive salaries." Abolish ry

offices " To whom and to what of-
fices doe he allude Inthta extract? Certainly
not to the clerks, psge and employes of either
one or both Houses of the ftresent General As-
sembly. It Is questionable whether he knew
when reading his inaugural In the House, bow

many clerks, pages and employes there were In
them. He certainly did not know their com.
pensation, because It was not then fixed upon.
Beside, the "complaints" to which ha refers as
Bavin been "repeatedly made," were not made
against these minor offices, most of which are
filled by mere boys. The complaints were made
during the canvass preceding the November
lection, against the exceiveness of salaries

which have been paid ever since 1868. The
demnctatlc voters were In earnest in making
the complaints. Tbey will hold the men elect-

ed in November to the pledges they universally
made Let our legators redeem their pledges
as true democrats should and will. Farmkii.

Carpet-Da- g Churches.

Editor Journal:
In your issue of n recent date thero ap-

pears under the caption "Church nnd
Statu" a letter dated January 4, 1875, y

ml to Hon. .

I nm not in the habit ol replying to
annnvmotis communications, nnd in the
present instance would not depart Iroin
my usual course in relation to such mat-
ters but tor the tact that the communica-
tion in question hears the car marks s
plainly of its real author that its paternity
is we'l known to ti large number ot this
community.

Another inducement also which prompts
this notice is thu lact that a church m this
city, wh.ch numbers among its members
and regular attendants nearly as many as
all tho other Protestant churches of 'the
city combined, is violently assailed and its
pastor shamefully misrepresented ; and the
facts pertaining to the political faith and
proclivities of its church membership so
utterly distorted us to demand nt least the
"cold respect of n passing glance," "only
this and nothing more." A mem casual
perusal of the letter under consideration
will eon ince any one that it is written by
an office-seeke- r.

From the grace and elpgiinco with which
its wrter deals with church data it is evi-
dent that he is possessed ol a thoroughly
christian spirit, entirely free from nil pre-
judice, and whose soul is so pure and
spotless that when the battle ol lite is
ended it will, like the morning star,
"melt away into the light of heaven." So
much ol the pure essence ol brotherly
love and christian charity should not be
allowed to blush unseen and waste its fra-
grance on the desert air, and hence we
are glad to seo this hrilliaril light of the
lUth century, iQbly nnd we may sav am-
ply rewarded liy tiie present General As-
sembly ot Missouri.

The gvntlenian says. In his characteris-
tic style, that he seldom places a proposi-
tion before him without a lact behind him.

We will say here, parenthetically, that
in this case the fact is so very lar behind
him as not to be within thu range of vision
to the naked eye.

And thereupon he proceeds to exhibit a
sore head ol two years' standing, evident-
ly a chronic case, and informs the Hon.

that somebody bi longing to
the Methodist church, South, desired to bo
chaplain of the prison under the Woodson
administration utid could'nt. In a spirit
fit christian elegance seldom witnessed
here below, he then proceeds to descant
upon the horrible and altogether astound-
ing fact that the Carpet-Bn- g church, in
otli r words tho First Baptist church, of
this city, inked tor the place nnl received

Following up this brilliant line of argu-
ment like a valliunt general In the flush of
victory, he startles the world with tho
ponderous announcement that the warden
was ot that church, his deputy the same,
chaplain, gate-keep- er and four more were
ot tho same Radical church.

The foregoing is a sample of the stan"
which we have heard so long from the
filthy lips-o- cross-roa- d politicians, but
which we hare seldom seen hurled
In the name of religion at one ot
the largest and most respectable
church memberships of the nation. It is
a fact which I apprehend will not be se-
riously disputed, that the Baptist Church,
as a body. Is as free Irom political discus-
sion as any chu.ch in the land. North or
South. In their church relations the
members ot that denomination equally
recognize the right ot all to their own po-
litical faith and opinions, and the high
and holy ordinance of the church denom-
ination are never invoked in aid of a
scramble for political office. We regret
that as much as this can not truthfully be
said of the church to which the writer or
tho letter to Hon. evidently
belongs. The whole tone and teraor of
that letter convinces us of the truth of
Shakspear's saying, to wit: "A man may
steal the livery ot Heaven to sorve the
devil in.

A CARD FOM A. M. LAY.
Jtr.tr. City, Mo., January 14, 1878.

To tht Voters of the 27( Senatorial Dim-trt- ot

Fkllow-Citizkn- b: Appearing before you as
a candidate to represent yon as one of your del-
egates in the Constitutional Convention, called
to meet on the first Wednesday in May next,
and the time being too short for me to have an
opportunity of meeting or addressing you be.
foro the election. I take this, as the most avail-
able method, of muklna known to you, the posi-
tion I occupy. It would be Impossible for me
to anticipate or discuss the many questions tbat
may possibly come before the convention, and I
shall only aim to Indicate in general terms the
views and principles tbat will govern my ac-
tion, if elected. ,

' In the first place. It may be proper to remark
thai while I am a Democrat, and one of the
nominees of a democratic convem ion of thia dis-
trict, I do not understand tbat It Is the purpose
of the party to which t belong, to give to the
action of this convention, when assembled, any
partisan character ooblas. Such I assure you
Is not my desire, and I feel assured that tho
perpetuation of party ascendancy or the accom-
plishment of party alms, are not the objects that
ought orVlll engage the attention or this body.
In my Judgment It has a much higher and
broader duty to perform, and one that looks to

the Interests, not of a party alone but of the
whole people. lam free to admit, that In so
Hr mm uie new vunsiuutiun mat vm irMiucu,

shall seek to enunciate the general principles on
which the government of this State Is and
ought to be founded, I expect and believe It
will be in hsrmonv with the theory or govern- -'

ment as held by the democratic party.
But, In so far as It shall seek, as I trust it will,'

by wise provisions, to establish justice,, to In- -'

sure the public peace, to define and limit the
Mwers of government, lo enforce the perform-

ance of official duties, and limit the authority of
officials, to secure more fultlifiit and economical
administration of public affairs, thus providing
for the mliprat WfilfurA mini auBiirlnir fi na anil
to those who coma after us, the blessirgsofa
free government for all tlm to come, I believe
it should be framed in the Interest ofthe whole
people, without regard to party. To do other-
wise would, iu my judgment, lend lo destroy
the fundamental Idea upon which all good gov-

ernment is based, and icrvert tho very object
and purpose for which it Is organised. In

to the organic luw. or for that matter, In
rcsiect In all law, I believe that each citizen of
the State has a r If: lit to expect and demand that
it shall be so constituted as to afford to him the
same advantages, safety and protection thai it
affords to all others. My convictions on this
subject are well settled, and I shall carry them
with me into this convention, if elected, and en-

deavor to act tliem out there.
In regard to the present Constitution, al-

though nut devoid of wise provisions, It is gen-
erally conceded that it does not meet the pres-
ent views or wants of the people. Whatever is
good in it ousht to be retained, and I think l
should only be altered where it is manifest that
the welfare or surety of the people require it.

It is universally admitted, I believe, that the
stability and purity of a government like ours,
depends largely, ir not entirely, on the Intelli-
gence or the people; and a wise policy would
seem to dictate that a liberal provision should
bo mnde by law, for the education of those who
control the destinies o.the State. Kntcrtain-in- g

this view myself I would not favor any
change in the organic law of the State calcula-
ted to impede the course of popular education,
or divert from Its legitimate purpo-- o any por-
tion of our school fund. I may say further,
that considering tho financial condition of the
State and people, I would not sanction tho re-

moval or any or tho barriers which now stand
in the way or an increase or the indebtedness or
the Slate, counties, cities and townships, but
would rather favor additional safe-guar- to the
people in this respect.

In conclusion, permit mo to say, that all my
sympathies and interests are identified with the
welfare mid prosperity or tho people or Mis-
souri. I am aware that tho place for which 1

have been nominated, involves iu it the highest
and most unselfish duty a citizen can be called
upou to perform. I fully uppreciato its respon-
sibilities and only regret that I can not bring to
the position a larger experience and greater
ability than I possess.

But I pledge myself to the people or this dis-
trict, and or the entire State, that ir elected, 1

will enter upon the discharge or mv duties with
an honest and sincere purpose to serve them
laithfully and well; and that whatever ability I
possess will be constantly and earnestly exerted
to give to tho people or this State a Constitution
that will promote the wclfuro and secure the
liberty ( all Justify. A. M. LAY.

A Prize Declamation For Sure.
Mayor BroA-- Is certainly a persuasive speak-

er. There is honey on his tongue and logic in
his arguments. A few evenlugs sinco he en-

tertained a democratic audience at the Capitol
with a characteristic speech. It was in the
prize declamation arena, with the United
8tates Senate for the goal. The Mayor com-
menced by illustrating what a consumate suc-
cess he was as a democratic candidate for May-
or of St. Louis, and concluded by showing what
an awful clever follow he was.

"Four years ago" was bis language as near
as we can get It, "I was tho democratic cand-
idal for Mayor of St. Louis and was elected by
hundred-fiv- e hundred majority." No idea caii
be given of the consumate satisfaction with
this was said. .It was so easy and bewitching,
you know.

"Two years subsequently I was a candidate
again." Says bis Honor: "And opposed to me
were the radicals and un infamous railroad
monopoly. Perhaps however," said this Mod-
ern Chesterfield, "I should say railroad corpo-
ration In tho presence of my friend Tom Allen.
I was elected by 6000 maiority. They used a
great deal ol money. I usnl some." And how
completely was the apgropo was the perora-
tion, which immediately followed. "Gentle-
men ofthe General Assembly, I shall be pleased
to make your acquaintance. Come and see me.
ir you can not do so hero, come and seo me iu
St. Louis and always with an evn tn ih main
chance." This was greeted with a round or ap
plause.

IMPORTANT LITIZATION.
A case involving a large amount of proporty ,

KIKUISU IUU BBUIUIlieU ior nilUl llnnlalni.
the 8upreme Court yesterday. It comes from... . .M l.intiiiri.nnpu ai i.-.. anu arises
on the question or the will or Nancy Gl, a
wealthy Indian woman. It seems tbat Wm .

Glllls. a white man was married In 1830 to Ke--.

toqua. the daughter or Lnharst, Chief of the
Piankasho Indians, and that the sole Issue of
the marriage was Nanev Clin. ...nil., ro
death ot her parents, was the only heir to theirlarge property, which at her death, she willed
to her two children, Francis Hover and James
Charley by her first and second hushands. The
property Is all situated In Kansas CUy, and is
valued at 400.000. The heirs are half-bree- d

Indians. Hon. George G. Vest made an able
argument In their behalf. Hon. V. M. Blaefc
appciired for defendant.

i

.
Several Democratic papers are complimenting

ppoimmenis or tne Governor thus farThis is tho voice or the politicians for the ear ofthe public, and come, very far from soundinglike the Culminations of those we hear talk onthe street. One prominent politician was heardto say that the Police Commissioner appoint-men- u
would loose the city or St. Louis to theDemocratic party, and so they go,


